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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 



1. A veh icle Key system fa t verifying ident^j^ y o f 
fingerprint information about a user's fingerprint and for 
5 controlling pieces of equipment in a^v^hicle according to a 
verification result, said system^omprising: 

a fingerprint information capturing means for capturing 
fingerprint information f^om a user's fingerprint; 

a fingerprint information storage means for pre-storing 
10 at least a piece of fingerprint information about an authorized 
user's fingerprint:; 

a fingerprint verification means for verifying identity 
of the fingerprint information captured by said fingerprint 
information Rapturing means by comparing it with the authorized 
15 user's fingerprint information stored in said fingerprint 
information storage means; 

a fingerprint information processing means for 
performing a plurality of processes on the fingerprint 
information captured by said fingerprint information capturing 
20 means in a plurality of processing modes , respectively; 

a manipulation detection means for detecting at least one 
of a predetermined manipulation of an operation unit for 
controlling the pieces of equipment in the vehicle and a 
predetermined manipulation of a pedal; and 
25 a processing mode switching means for switching between 

the plurality of processing modes according to the 
predetermined manipulation detected by said manipulation 
detection means. 
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The vehicle key system accor 



, wherein 
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.SA4-d-£rnnT-a i i ry or prnr«*»«« i ni j mi hIm ^— i nr«1 nrjo n firff t pr^^F g i nq 
mode in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint information, and a second 
processing mode in which said system can/register the user's 
fingerprint information to said fingerprint information 
storage means , and wherein said progressing mode switching means 
switches between the first and/second processing modes 
according to the predetermined manipulation detected by said 
manipulation detection means. 
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3. The vehicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein 
said plurality of processing modes include a first processing 
mode in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the ^user's fingerprint information/ and a second 
processing mode in which said system can delete corresponding 
fingerprint information stored in said fingerprint information 
storage means, and wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first and second processing modes 
according/to the predetermined manipulation detected by said 
manipulation detection means. 



The vehicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein 
25 said plurality of processing modes include a first processing 
mode An which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint information, and a second 
piyocessin g^mode in which s aid system can allow the user to use 
30 tvhje^vehicle without verification of the^ia^ntrir ty of th o uoc 



^£ingerpg4ivb--d^ormation / and wher ein bdid pire ees^ ing mode - 
switching means switches between the first and secptfEl 
processing modes according to the predetermin,edmanipulation 
detected by said manipulation detection >irteans . 




5. The vehicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein 
said plurality of processing mqdes include a first processing 
mode in which said system canydllow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
10 identity of the user's f/ngerprint information, a second 

processing mode in whioh said system can register the user's 
fingerprint information to said fingerprint information 
storage means, a thirfl processing mode in which said system can 
delete corresponding fingerprint information stored in said 
fingerprint information storage means, and a fourth processing 
mode in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
without verification of the identity of the user's fingerprint 
information, and wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first processing mode and either one of 
20 the second, yhhird, and fourth processing modes according to the 
predetermined manipulation detected by said manipulation 
detection/ means . 



6/ The vehicle key system according to Claim 1, wherein 
25 said operation unit is a wiper switch, a winker switch, or a 
shift/lever, and said pedal is an acceleration pedal, a brake 
pedai, or a clutch pedal. 



30 



Sc 



7 . The v^hicLLfiJcey system according to Claim 1 , wherein 
operation unit is a^one^in^nde^ a 
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jrvawi ga l - t r>n 11^-1 » ^rir- prnuiHing ^ Var iety of navjqatjo 

for users. 
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8. A vehicle key system for verifying identity of 
5 fingerprint information about a user's fingerprint and for 
controlling pieces of equipment in a vehicle according to a 
verification result, said system comprising: 

a fingerprint information capturing means for capturing 
fingerprint information! from a user's fingerprint; 
10 a fingerprint information storage means for pre-storing 

at least a piece of fingerprint information about an authorized 
user's f ingerpririt; 

a fingerprint verification means for verifying identity 
of the fingerprint information captured by said fingerprint 
15 information capturing means by comparing it with the authorized 
user's fingerprint information stored in said fingerprint 
information storage means; 

a fingerprint information processing means for 
performing a plurality of processes on the fingerprint 
20 information captured by said fingerprint information capturing 
means in a plurality of processing modes, respectively; 

/a connecting means for connecting said system with a given 
external unit; 

/ a manipulation detection means for detecting a signal 
25 applied thereto via said connecting means, said signal 

indicating a predetermined manipulation of said external unit; 
and/ 

/ a processing mode switching means for switching between 
trie plurality of processing m odes according to said signal 
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^"9 . The v^tdrcle key-sys%em-according^Jt^_Q : aija 8 , wherein 
said plurality of processing modes include a first proce^s-itig 
mode in which said system can allow the user to use^tiie vehicle 
5 after said fingerprint verification means eigtablishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint infpCTiation, and a second 
processing mode in which said system can register the user's 
fingerprint information to saipr fingerprint information 
storage means , and wherein sa^a processing mode switching means 
10 switches between the first and second processing modes 
according to said signad detected by said manipulation 
detection means. / 




10. The vehicle key system according to Claim 8, wherein 



15 said plurality of processing modes include a first processing 
mode in which jsaid system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the user's fingerprint inf ormation, and a second 
processing mode in which said system can delete corresponding 

20 fingerprint information stored in said fingerprint information 
storage means , and wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first and second processing modes 
according to said signal detected by said manipulation 
detection means. 

25 / 

/ 11. The vehicle key system according to Claim 8, wherein 
sai'd plurality of processing modes include a first processing 
mope in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after saod^^ establishes the 

3 0 iperjtrdTEy of the user's fingerprint inforircatr ion, and — a-gecond 
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process ing mode in which said sy stem can allow the user to use 
the vehicle without verification of the identity ojE-trfie user ' s 
fingerprint inf ormation, and wherein said^rocessing mode 
switching means switches between the^first and second 
processing modes according to sa.pl signal detected by said 
manipulation detection means y 



12. The vehicle key system according to Claim 8, wherein 
said plurality of pro$?essing modes include a first processing 
10 mode in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
after said fingerprint verification means establishes the 
identity of the/user's fingerprint information , a second 
processing mode in which said system can register the user's 
fingerprint information to said fingerprint information 
15 storage meaAs, a third processing mode in which said system can 
delete corresponding fingerprint information stored in said 
fingerprint information storage means, and a fourth processing 
mode in which said system can allow the user to use the vehicle 
withouy verification of the identity of the user's fingerprint 
2 0 information, and wherein said processing mode switching means 
switches between the first processing mode and either one of 
the ^econd, third, and fourth processing modes according to the 
predetermined manipulation detected by said manipulation 
detection means^^ 



